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Biography of Chancellor Kent Syverud
Kent Syverud is Chancellor and President of Syracuse University. Appointed by the University’s Board of Trustees in September 2013, he assumed the leadership post in January 2014, becoming the 12th leader of the University since its founding in 1870.
[image: ]Chancellor Syverud came to Syracuse University from Washington University in St. Louis, where he served as Dean and Ethan A.H. Shepley Distinguished University Professor since 2006. Prior to that, he served eight years as Dean at Vanderbilt Law School. During his tenure at Washington University, he led efforts to create university-wide programs in Washington, D.C., in partnership with the Brookings Institution and in New York in partnership with the Olin School. He also advanced efforts to expand online education opportunities, including development of an innovative online master’s degree program.
Chancellor Syverud has served since 2010 as one of two Independent Trustees of the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Trust, a $20 billion fund created by BP in negotiation with the White House to pay claims arising from the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. A 1981 graduate of the University of Michigan Law School, he also was an expert witness for the University of Michigan in the landmark affirmative-action case Grutter v. Bollinger.
After earning a Juris Doctor and an M.A. in Economics, Chancellor Syverud went on to serve as a Law Clerk for Judge Louis Oberdorfer of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia and for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. He practiced law in the fields of litigation and insurance at Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering in Washington, D.C., from 1985 to 1987. From 1987 to 1997, he served on the faculty of the University of Michigan Law School, earning tenure in 1992 and advancing to Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in 1995. He has been a Visiting Professor at the Cornell Law School, the University of Pennsylvania Law School, and the University of Tokyo Faculty of Law and Politics.
A past Editor of the Journal of Legal Education, Chancellor Syverud also has served as President of the American Law Deans’ Association, as Chair of the Board of the Law School Admission Council, and as President of the Southeastern Association of American Law Schools. He is a past Chair of the accrediting authority for law schools in the United States, the ABA Section on Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar; and a past Chair of the Board of Access Group, which is evolving into the largest funded nonprofit organization in the world benefitting legal education. 
Chancellor Syverud has published numerous law review articles concerning civil litigation, insurance law, and negotiation as well as a monograph on the professional responsibilities of insurance defense lawyers. His more recent writings have concerned legal education and service as Dean, including the articles “Three Principles of Effective Deaning,” “A Parable of Law School Leadership,” and “How Deans (and Presidents) Should Quit.” A frequent speaker at conferences in the United States and abroad, he has received outstanding teaching awards from students at both the University of Michigan and Vanderbilt University.
Chancellor Syverud and his wife, Dr. Ruth Chen, are the parents of three grown sons: Steven, Brian and David. Dr. Chen, an environmental toxicologist, holds a Professor of Practice appointment in the L.C. Smith College of Engineering and Computer Science at SU.
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